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MEDIA STATEMENT: SIYABUSWA LEARNERS’ FOOD POISONING
14 May 2025

The Executive Mayor of the Dr JS Moroka Local Municipality, Clir NS Mtsweni has visited the
Siyabuswa Clinic to show moral support and check on the thirty-eight (38) learners from
Siyabuswa primary school. The learners were brought in for medical checks from the
suspected food poisoning after complaining of stomach cramps and pains suffered from
eating the space cookies they bought from a guy passing at their school. The learners were
stabilised at the clinic and later transferred to Philadelphia hospital.

In the same afternoon, in a separate case two (2) more learners of the different school,
Kabenziwa Primary, also in Siyabuswa were also admitted and stabilised at the clinic and
later transferred to Philadelphia Hospital. Allegedly, the learners also consumed the space
cakes bought from a guy who was selling from the school fence, also experiencing
abdominal cramps. This makes a total number of learners to a total of thirty-eight (40). The
cause of iliness in both incidences is suspected to be food poisoning from space cookies. In
both cases, all learners were discharged from hospital and safe back at their homes.

While visiting the clinic, the Executive Mayor voiced her concern over these incidences of
suspected food poisoning, emphasising the importance of food safety and urged all affected
stakeholders to work together and get to the bottom of the matter. We need to intensify
efforts on awareness programmes and ensure compliance with food safety regulations. The
Municipality remains committed to safeguarding its residents, and learners in particular from
such incidences in future, Clir NS Mtsweni.

The street vendor was later spotted around GaPhaahla still selling the cakes, police were
called in, he was since apprehended by the police. The Municipality does not take the health
of our learners for granted, we urge all food vendors, including tuckshops to comply with
the existing applicable legislation on township economies.

Issued by the Dr JS Moroka Local Municipality
Enquiries, contact Ms CM Ramatsetse Divisional Manager: Communications
communications@moroka.gov,za 013 973 1101 079 483 2553

“We develop as we grow”




